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As the Bidar fort was for a long time the residence of the Bahmani
kings, they had erected beautiful edifices there for their personal
comfort on the one hand, and the display of power and glory on the
other. But by the change of dynasties and the consequent havoc as
also by the upheavals caused by various sieges, these noble monu-
ments almost completely perished, leaving huge heaps of debris
and traces of ruined walls and towers. As Bidar has now been con-
nected with Hyderabad by railway, and the chances of the antiquary
and historian visiting the place are favourable, the Department has
carried out excavations there on a large scale, to expose to view and
preserve the old palaces and public buildings. A large volume
describing the monuments of Bidar has been prepared for publica-
tion in 1939 by the Oxford University Press.

Since its inauguration, the Department has discovered several
hundred inscriptions; three of these, being the Asokan edicts, are in
Brahmi, and the rest in Sanskrit, Kanarese, Telugu, Marathi, Arabic
and Persian. These records have been carefully edited and pub-
lished in the form of either Memoirs of the Department, or articles
contributed to the Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica, a journal published
under the authority of the Government of India (see Chapter IV [&]).
Of the Memoirs of the Department, thirteen have already appeared.
Several of these have been included in the University courses at
Madras, Calcutta, and elsewhere. It is also interesting to note that
the 'marks* found by the Director on prehistoric pottery some
nineteen years ago have been considered by some scholars to be
the origin of the early alphabet of India. Similar marks have
recently been found at Mohenjo-Daro, but the Director as early as
1917 had shown their similarity to some of the Brahmi letters and
also to the old Cretan, Mycenaean, Etruscan and Libyan characters.

A museum in Hyderabad was opened by His Exalted Highness
in 1931, when the hope was expressed that in time it would be